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Grown-Up Rule # 17
Put your chairs up!
Official reason: 

Easier for the custodians to clean.
The truth: 

Churtle apocalypse!
Teachers are always barking “Don’t forget to put your chairs up!”  Or if you’re in the French Immersion program it might sound more like...“N’obliez pas mets les chaise sur les pupitres.”  Honestly, it’s kind of annoying…in French or English!  But what students don’t realize is that this small task can prevent all heck from breaking loose...to be more specific, it can prevent a churtle apocalypse! 

 
Back in the late 1800’s, a chair factory once operated where Petitcodiac Regional now exists.  Next to that chair factory was the local cemetery. But one day that cemetery was full and the chair factory went out of business.  And over the years, the community decided it was the perfect place to build the new school.  Back then, it was only a high school…Petitcodiac Regional High School.  But bizarre things started to happen.


Teachers would return in the morning to find little bits of paper all over the floor.  Teachers thought it was students at first.  And they would spend many mornings before students arrived sweeping the floor to clean up the mess.  In order to make the sweeping easier, teachers would make students put their chairs up at the end of the day.  But then, coincidentally, the rooms were clean each morning.  Being a little superstitious, teachers decided to make this part of the routine…chairs up = clean room!  But coincidence had nothing to do with it.  Because when the chairs are up, they can’t gnaw on students’ work.


See, chairs are like turtles…when they are on their backs, they can’t more around.  At midnight, chairs transform into churtles.  They grow little razor sharp teeth like lampers.  And if they are left down, then they can move about nibbling on paper they find around the room.  If the door is locked, then they are trapped in the room.  But if it’s open, they are free to move throughout the entire school.  But don’t worry, churtles are herbivores so they only eat paper.


Now what about the other places in the school like the library you might ask?  Well the library is heaven to the churtles because there are so many books for the churtles to nibble on.  That’s why the librarian has insisted that the big chairs be the metal slider chairs.  They don’t have chair legs that can come to life and walk around.  It would be like trying to walk around with your shoes laces tied together.  


But there are small chairs at the far end of the library!  That’s ok.  They are baby churtles with no teeth and they are too little to reach anything but the very bottom shelf where the librarian never puts the good books anyway.


When the sun comes up, the churtles go back to being boring chairs again, resuming their supportive role for students throughout the long school day.  


So churtles love it when students leave them down at the end of the day because it means freedom, sweet escape from their boring lives.  But for us, it means annoying messes and possibly, if windows are left open…a churtle apocalypse!  So, heed your teachers’ warnings and PUT YOUR CHURTLE…I mean your CHAIR…up every day!
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